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experiences of the past and those looming up in the future. Friederike was still mourning in Sesenheim, he still saw the sad face of his dear partner of the year before, and how long would it be before Lili, too, was forsaken? Such thoughts gave him an uncanny feeling. " I am simply unbearable. . . I shall not come to any good end," is his cry of rage in a letter of the beginning of March of the same year. He seeks alleviation from these anxieties in writing. "I should go to ruin, if I did not write dramas now."
Chance may at that time have brought to his notice, or recalled to his mind, the story of Swift's bigamous marriage with Stella and Vanessa, which gave him the outline of the new drama, in which the hero stands between two loving wives and is expected to satisfy the equally justified claims of both. In other ways also life brought this problem home to him. Fritz Jacobi, for example, had incurred a multitude of obligations and debts, and yet his aunt, Johanna Fahl-mer, clung to him in resignation and love. But the motive of the action he took from his own life. If, as has been thought, he had drawn his material from the fortunes of Jacobi, he would not have been able to say, at the very-time when he was at work on the play, and was promising to send it to Countess Auguste Stolberg, that his productions were always merely the treasured-up joys and sorrows of his life. He owes not a single character to Jacobi's circle. For whereas Johanna Fahlmer may have contributed some colour to Cacilie, she certainly did not furnish the body of the character. The prototypes of the three chief personages are perfectly clear: for Fernando, Goethe; for Stella, Lili; for Cacilie, Friederike.
So far as it is at all possible to speak of identity of model and picture, that of Lili and Stella is the least subject to doubt. Furthermore, Goethe, with the sovereign frankness of the Storm-and-Stress period, made no effort to conceal this in any way. Stella is sixteen when she meets Fernando; she has blue eyes and blond hair, is "love itself and goodness"; in their first hours of real friendship she has told him of her former little love affairs and thus won